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1832

At the time of statehood, written records indicate that only Native Americans
resided in the area now known as Kane County. However, settlers soon began to
take over this land, and resident tribes were forced to the west of lowa. In 1832 a
Sauk leader and warrior named BlackHawk (Makataimeshekiakiak) gathered
together members of the Sauk and Fox tribes in an effort to regain their homelands.

To aid against this uprising, United States Army troops under the command of
General Winfield Scott were sent from the east to Chicago, where they were
delayed by a cholera epidemic. While there were no battles in Kane County, Scott's
men marched through the area on what is now Army Trail Road and forded the Fox
River north of the present city of St. Charles near the Blackhawk Forest Preserve.
Black Hawk's band was defeated at the Bad Axe River in Wisconsin.

Within two years the trail from Chicago made by the army wagons was followed by
permanent settlers and the way was paved for new development in the Kane
County area.



1836

On January 16, 1836, the lllinois
legislature formed a new County
and named it after Elias Kent
Kane, the highly-respected
attorney who helped draft
the lllinois constitution and was the
first Secretary of State. Kane was
later elected to Congress and
represented lllinois in the U.S.
Senate until his death in 1835.




On June 4, 1836, 180 men 1836

gathered at James Herrington's
Tavern, located near the Fox River
In Geneva, to elect officials for the
new County: three commissioners,
a Sheriff, a Recorder of Deeds, a
Coroner, and a Surveyor.

The election saw 180 of 200 voters at
the tavern. The voters filed their ballots
for sheriff:
James Herrington - 91 votes

B.F. Fridley - 89 votes

Though this was a temporary election to get the County started, James
C. Herrington was proclaimed the first Sheriff of Kane County by
Governor Joseph Duncan.



1836-1840

The now el ected government of Kar
set August 1,1836f or 1t o0s first regul ar e

Sheriff Herrington called himself unqualified and did not run for
election.

August 6!, 1836, the general election was held, at which the vote for
Kane County Sheriff was a follows:

B. F. Fridley, Democrat é.

Leonard Howard, Whige. 129
wWm. L. Churchéeeéel2?

1836 1 B.F. Fridley is elected Sheriff

The election of August, 1840, for county officers was very closely
contested, 1,291 votes being polled, of which James Risk received 647
and Leonard Howard, 623 for Sheriff.

1840 1 James Risk iIs elected Sheriff



1840-1844

In the early 1 8 4 (t &vas obvious
that the current courthouse/jail was
not large enough to deal with the
growing demands of the County.

A new courthouse and jail was built
In 1844 and located at the present
site of the Geneva City Hall (State
St. and 1st St.) But with the growth
of the county it was only ten years
before the County was again
looking to enlarge the courthouse
and jail.




1846

Pinkerton was the world's first private
detective. Emigrating from Glasgow, Scotland.
While residing in Dundee, he discovered a
gang of counterfeiters and assisted in their
capture. In 1846, he became deputy sheriff of
Kane County, then later Cook County. He
resigned from the police to form the Pinkerton
Detective Agency in 1852. The Pinkerton logo,
the All-Seeing Eye, inspired the phrase
"Private Eye". Pinkerton uncovered a plot to
assassinate President Lincoln. At Lincoln's
request, Pinkerton began the U.S. Secret
Service and served as its head. Through the
use of a double agent, Pinkerton's secret
Kane Count yseSibeaefgated agConfederate plot to free the

Most Famous 8000 prisoners of war at the South Side's

Allan Pinkerton Camp Douglas.

(1819-1884)




1 848 Hampshire Jackson

(Rutlang) = Dundee
The lllinois Constitution of 1848
empowered counties to change their form
of government and the residents of Kane | Washington |
Burlington (plato) Elgin

County, mostly from New England, chose
the county township type. Sixteen

Townships were created: -
Franklin Fairfield

(Virgil) (Campton) St Charles

Geneva
Rovyalton

1848 - B.C. Yates is elected Sheriff (Kaneville) Blackberry
1851 - Luther Dearborn is elected Sheriff Batavia

Little and Sugar Grove Fox River
(Big Rock) (Aurora)




1852-1854

1852 - Noah B. Spaulding is elected Sheriff

In the month of February of 1854, John Collins of Aurora was arrested for
the murder of his wife Matilda. Collins was found guilty and sentenced to
die by hanging. On May 5, 1854, Collins was escorted to the gallows which
had been erected by the present train station. A contingent from the Army
was present with Sheriff Spaulding as they walked to the site. The Army
had been requested due to expectation of a large crowd to watch the
ghastly and ghoulish sight. The platform was made of wooden timbers, two
uprights and a cross beam. The rope was hung over the upper beam,
through a pulley, and down the side , where it was connected to a large iron
weight. Collins was placed on the platform and the rope placed around his
neck. A hood was placed over his head with his arms secured to his sides.
After the reading of the death sentence, an, eerie, momentary silence fell
over the hollow. Suddenly, the quick swing of a hatchet, sent the heavy iron
weight downward and the rope jerked John Collins upward. Collins body
jerked for a few moments until , then no movement, John Collins was
dead.

John Collinsd hanging was somet hin
execution held in Kane County.



1854 - L.P. Parker is elec;[I&?S]l‘uSeﬁlff- 1888

1856 - George E. Corwin is elected Sheriff

1857 - An ornate three-story limestone building which
had a cupola that was the favorite scenic point of the
Fox Valley had become the Kane County Courthouse.

1858 - E.J. Allen is elected Sheriff

1860 - Demarcus Clark is elected Sheriff
1862 - Joseph H. Whipple is elected Sheriff
1864 - H.L. Perry is elected Sheriff

1866 - D. Smith is elected Sheriff

1868 - L.M. Kelly is elected Sheriff

1870 - J.C. Brown Is elected Sheriff

1874 - L.M. Kelly is elected Sheriff

1875 - Charles S. Miller is elected Sheriff
1879 - Nathan S. Carlisle is elected Sheriff
1886 - John Kelley is elected Sheriff

1888 - W. H. Reed is elected Sheriff




1890-1899

1890 - James H. Carlisle is elected Sheriff

March 13, 1890, a raging fire gutted the once magnificent courthouse
and all was lost.

1892, a massive structure, four stories tall and
the interior decorated on the inside of the

S dome with murals depicting scenes from
around Kane County, is the newest

Later, a jail was built behind the courthouse. pEEa=s
All previous jails were housed in the :
courthouses.

1894 - Robert Burke is elected Sheriff
1899 - H.F. Demmer Is elected Sheriff



Great Train Robbery of 1899

Friday October 13", 1899, Charley James was sitting in
telegraph tower W, the signal house at Meredith crossing, west of
Elburn. At 10:30 PM, James was startled as 3-4 masked men rushed
Into the building, pointing revolvers at him.

James was tied up and while being roughed up, a train was
approaching. The masked men inquired as to the trains number, which
James advised it was Number 119. The robbers saw that it was the
Fast Mail Train #9. They stopped the approaching train and made the
engineer, Dan White and his assistant uncouple the engine and several
cars from the rest of the train. The crew was then forced off of the train,
Into the tower and also tied up.

The robbers placed dynamite into the safe inside the mail car.
The safe was opened by the blast, which destroyed much of the money.
During the confusion, one of the trains crew, John McGrath, got loose
and took off running towards Elburn. Shots were fired but they missed.

(1)



McGrath ran for three miles to the Elburn station where the head
office was notified of the train robbery. Now, the robbers realized they
were soon to be discovered, took the money, untied Engineer White and
his fireman in order to have them fire up the engine and continue west
on the train.

The railroad police, after receiving the call of the robbery, loaded
a train and headed for Meredit hos
blown up express car with White, Joseph Jewell, and the fireman tied
up, lying on the car. The rest of the crew and Charlie James were in the
signal house. The engine was found near Maple Park the next morning.

The railroad police contacted Sheriff H.F. Demmer who
contacted the surrounding towns, forming posses to help track down the
robbers. Sheriff Demmer and the posse took up the chase from the
train to the swamp in Lily Lake.

Eventually the trail went from Lily Lake to Elgin, to Des Plaines,
to Chicago, and back to McHenry County.

A $5000 dollar reward had been posted by the railroad. It has been left
as an unsolved case, a lot of money still unfound, and many befuddled
lawmen.

(2)



1903

1903 - Robert Burke is elected Sheriff

T Aty
L

Michael Angelo Filippise, alias Antonio Romano, was an Italian
Immigrant who lived in Aurora with a friend, Nicholas Tomaso. The two of
them were riding the railroad cars on the E.J.&E. Railroad in the West
Aurora yards, on February 28, 1903. They were arguing and Romano
suddenly began striking Tomaso in the head with a hatchet. T o ma sbody <
was found in a pool of blood. The hatchet was found nearby in a
snowbank.

Romano was tried and sentenced to be hung on November 20,
1903 at 12:30 PM.

November 20, 1903, shortly after 12:00PM, Sheriff Burke appeared
from the second floor door, followed by Romano and the priests. Romano
took his place on the gallows trap doors. Sheriff Burke tied the prisoners
hands and ar ms. The rope was pl ac
over his head. After a few moment
and he dropped, breaking his neck instantly. Michael Angelo Filippise was
dead.

This was the second execution by hanging, held in Kane County.


http://www.kanesheriff.com/history/images/sheriffs/burke.jpg

1907-1923

1907 - B.E. Richardson is elected Sheriff
1911 - C.T. McBriarty is elected Sheriff
1915 - B.E. Richardson is elected Sheriff
1919 - Claude Poole is elected Sheriff

The Kane County Courthouse on 3" Street Geneva was once
a workout gym for the first Negro heavyweight boxer in 1920.
- ack Johnson, who was sai d t
_day, had become a federal prisoner after violating the Mann
\Act (a morals charge) and had left the country. When he
Imped balil, he was banned from boxing in the U.S., France

and soon transferred to the Kane County Jail.
Johnsaon trained daily in the Kane County courthouse, due to
he fact he thought he could beat his charges. He was going

Jund guilty and spent one year and one day in Leavenworth.
e later died in a car accident.



1923-1938

1923 - Herman Vierke is elected Sheriff
1926 - L.L. Urch is elected Sheriff

1930 - Harry Crawford is elected Sheriff
1934 - Albert Kampmeyer is elected Sheriff3

In the early days of Kane County, the Shern‘f was summoned by
sending a courier by horseback or on foot. Many times, the Sheriff had
an assigned date he would be In certain areas to check on any
problems in the area. Travel was by horse back or buggy. With the
advent of the telegraph, the message was quicker but the travel still took
time. As technology improved so did travel. Now the Sheriff could drive
a vehicle that was mechanically driven that could get him to different
points in the county. But the passing of information was reliant upon
word of mouth or mail.

1 9 3 OAMsradio enabled the police to hear their calls. The
squads would have a radio tuned to certain frequencies on the radio of
their car, and the station would periodically notify them of a crime having
occurred or a need for an officer at a specific location. Later, officers
were able to transmit back to the main station and carry a conversation.



http://www.kanesheriff.com/history/images/sheriffs/kampmeyer.jpg

1938-1942

1938 - Marcus Damisch is elected Sheriff

In 1939, under Sheriff Damisch, station WDAA went on line with
t he Kane County Sheri ffos Office.
a room in the jail and could talk to the five squad cars that had radios in
them when they patrolled the roads of the County. They also eventually had
several of the towns in the County on the channel with them, in order to
share information.

The radio room had 77 tiny lights built into the map so that the
dispatcher could light a light for a squad that was on assignment, called the
ANnBl ockade System. o Squads woul d b
and roads to cut off the route of escape of the fleeing criminal. Colored
lights would differentiate each squad.

The map was built by an inmate of the jail, Harry Gates of Elgin,
with help of Arthur Kadow, who was t he ¢ ounSheriffs
Damisch said it was good of Gates to help because it would have cost the
County upwards of $300.00 dollars if they would have contracted someone
to build the map. The system was a great help to the Sheriff in getting
Information out to the deputies.



1942-1946

1942 - George Powell is elected Sheriff

During World War Two, Genevaos
manufacturer of war machinery parts. Due to the fear of spies and

B u

foreign agents , Geneva had set up a group of people called the Geneva

Bureau of Information (GBI), to provide war related information.

One summer evening in the early 1 9 4 0GBs$investigated a call of
suspicious light flashing in the sky to the southwest of Geneva. They
observed the lights after dark, moved towards the area of the strange
lights , but the lights suddenly stopped. This strange occurrence went
on for several nights. Most thought these lights were messages from
Nazi spies trying to zero in on Geneva.

Kane County Chief Deputy, Cecll Rilley, was called in.

Rilley watched these lights night after night, moving further southwest
until one night in Big Rock, he located the source. It was a Burlington
Northern Railway Engine with a
engine, which was dancing across the sky.

0 N



1946-1954

1946 - Byron Scott is elected Sheriff

1948-New Radios were installed in the cars and jail. A new antenna was
Installed on top of a 205 foot tower which stood between the jail and the

Geneva Courthouse on Third Street.
1950 - Anthony Wegman is elected Sheriff

1954 - Howard Kellett is elected Sheriff

On June 20, 1954, Deputy Ragnar B. Larson had
been called to 1100 Rural St. in Aurora Township,
reference an assault and battery of a husband on his
wife. Deputy Larson was accompanied by Police
Magistrate Williams Croyl of North Aurora, who had
Issued the warrant, to the trailer camp. Deputy Larson
knocked on the door of the trailer, announcing he had a
warrant and entered the trailer. As he entered the dark
trailer, a gunshot rang out. Deputy Larson fell and
Croyl fired in the direction of the muzzle flash. The
offender was struck in the chest and was arrested.
Deputy Larson was transported to the hospital where
he succumbed from his wounds on July 12, 1954.




1958-1974

1958 - Anthony Wegman is elected Sheriff

1961 - Walter E. Honert is elected Sheriff 5

1966 - Harry E. Booth is elected Sheriff F‘
fr 4

1967- Kane County gets their first official K9 teams. Deputies Robert

Byrum and Robert Kollwelter as handlers.

1970 - Joseph C. Doring is elected Sheriff

1971- Under Sheriff Doring, the office installed the most up to date
radio equipment of the time which now included tape recording of all
radio and telephone calls. The Sheriff even had a new telephone
capability where people could call Enterprise 1600 and reach the Sheriff
toll free.

1974 - William C. Klusak is elected Sheriff


http://www.kanesheriff.com/history/images/sheriffs/honert.jpg
http://www.kanesheriff.com/history/images/sheriffs/booth.jpg

1975-1978

1975 - A new jail was built and
began operations at 777 Fabyan
Parkway. At the time, this jail was
considered to be state of the art
and was built to meet the
standards of the lllinois
Department of Corrections.

1976-The Kane County Sheri ff os Buneb
22,1976, under Sheriff Willilam Klusak and the Kane County Chiefs of
Police. The first bomb technician was Patrick G. Nelson, a former U.S.
Army Captain and Viet Nam Veteran.

1978 - George B. Kramer is elected Sheriff




Peter Joseph Perez attended
Marmion Military Academy, where
he was an outstanding prep football
player. He obtained a football
scholarship to the University of
lllinois in 1943. After the 1943
season, Perez joined the military
until 1945, when he signed to play
professional football for the
CHICAGO BEARS!

Peter Joseph Perez, a longtime
officer of the Aurora Police
Department, was appointed
Undersheriff by Sheriff Kramer.
Undersheriff Perez remained as
Undersheriff when Sheriff
Randall was elected Kane
County Sheriff.



1979

1979 - Special Weapons and Tactics
(SWAT) team was formed after an 1977
Incident where a prisoner being transferred
to court overpowered an officer and took
the offi cer 0s weapon
vehicle at gunpoint. After being spotted by
the police, the subject took off on foot into
a residential neighborhood, forcing his way
Into a home and taking the family hostage.
Although the prisoner gave himself up after
a successful negotiation, the Sheriff felt this
type of incident should be handled by
officers with specialized training, such as
SWAT.




1980

In early 1980 the Fraternal Order of Police(FOP) represented the
deputi es with the county. At th
was authorized 102 deputies. By agreement 6 deputy positions were
given up so that the first 6 corrections officers could be hired.

These 6 were hired between Feb. T Nov. 1980:

Denny Tudor - Resigned after testifying on behalf of Kane County
Inmate T Bone Foster and getting him off on a burglary charge. T Bone
finally went away for murder.

Pam Soris - Moved to Colorado.

Colleen Lindgren - Eventually quit.

Lynn Peacock - Married an inmate of the Kane County Jail, whom was
Incarcerated for killing his wife and moved to Dixon to be close to his
prison.

Bill Swanson - The first Corrections Officer to complete 20 years of
service, died from an automobile accident, while on his way home from
work.

Dean Holste - The first Corrections Officer to retire.




1981-1986

1981-KCSO Communi cati ons moved to
at 777 Fabyan Parkway.

On January 25, 1982, Sgt. Michael J.
Babb, was involved in a physical
confrontation at the Kane County
Courthouse in one of the court rooms with
a prisoner. The prisoner was physically
dragged to the basement lock up, where
the struggle continued. After the prisoner
had been placed in the cell, Sgt. Babb had
gone back to the courtroom where he
suddenly became ill. He was transported
to the hospital where he later passed away.

1985- The ability for people to dial 911 to get direct contact with the
Sheriff was put in place by then lllinois Bell Telephone.

6?1986 - F. John Randall is elected Sheriff



1987-1991

1987- The Negotiation Response Team (NRT)was formed early 1987,
shortly after a hostage situation in Aurora Township. Although that
situation was successfully resolved, it was decided to have officers
trained specifically to deal with subjects In crisis incidents. Typically
these include hostage and barricaded gunman situations.

1988-The Sheri ffdos Honor Guard was
Ken Ramsey. The twelve volunteers were privileged to spend 40 hours
In training on marching, formation, and drill with the United States Army
Reserve Unit 85t Division. Since then the Honor Guard has
participated in parades, funerals and other public events in and out of
Kane County.

1991-Communi cati ons upgraded and mo
With five consoles, telecommunicators were able to send and receive
messages and pages with the Sher.i
the rural areas and seven other police agencies. The 9-1-1 system was
Improved by adding of the callers address and emergency information.
This was done with five different frequencies, six transmitters and
nUMerous receiver sites.



1992-1997

1992- The Corrections Response Team (CRT) was first formed under
Sheriff John Randall. The CRT goals, whether in training or an actual
call out, are to keep staff and civilians safe and to keep the integrity of
the jall intact.

December 1992- David and Sharon Schoo are arrested for leaving their
two children home alone, while they vacation in Acapulco. The story
makes national headlines.

<5 —

/1994 - Kenneth R. Ramsey Is elected Sheriff

1997- Scott Krenek charged of killing Michael "Mick" Nobayashi over a
bad drug deal, dismembering his body and burying the torso in a remote
Kane County field. A Kane County jury found Krenek, 33, guilty of first-
degree murder and concealment of a homicide, Krenek was sentenced
to 95 years in prison. A jury also found Gerard St. Laurent, 38, guilty of
concealing a homicide, and was sentenced to four years in prison for
assisting Krenek in the burying of the torso. Due to the use of cadaver
dogs, the story was re-inacted on Animal Planet.


http://www.kanesheriff.com/history/images/sheriffs/ramsey.jpg

2000

On Sunday night, September 10, 2000, Sgt. William Swanson,
arespected,20-y ear veteran of the Kane
had worked his entire law enforcement career in the corrections
department, was returning to his Aurora home after completing his 3 to
11 p.m. shift at the jail, when he died from injuries he sustained in an
automobile accident in North Aurora.

The man accused of causing the collision, may have crossed
paths with Sgt. Swanson before the deadly crash.

Sgt. Swanson served as a supervisor at the Kane County jall
and the man accused of causing the accident, a reputed Aurora gang
member with a lengthy criminal record, had been jailed there at least
three times since 1994, according to court records.




2006-2008

2006 - Patrick B. Perez is elected Sheriff

The new jail opened in August of
2008 and has an initial capacity of 640
detainees. The new AJC is located
next to the courthouse. This is a state
of the art facility built on a direct
supervision model which places
officers directly in the pods with the
detainees. This gives the staff better
control of the environment and allows
the detainees to dictate their
privileges based on their behavior.




2008

Friday, August 29,2008, More than 500
Kane County prisoners were moved from the
g2\ old county jail located at 777 Fabyan Parkway
® to the new Adult Justice Center in St. Charles.

The last group of the 511 inmates arrived
about 5:15 a.m. Saturday. The move late ,, S
Friday into Saturday had been expected. T"PT"?"'H_% L=
The prisoners are now being housed at a HEE‘"E-&EK | -l
new $56 million facility. -

December 2008-The Kane County Sheri ff os
| tos own &ane-Camyn. cal | ed



February 2011- Blizzard of 2011 caused deputies, emergency vehicles
and snow plows to be stranded. Snowmobilers throughout the county
assisted in the rescue and location of stranded motorists.




2011

April 25, 2011- Monday morning,
Deputy Ron Hain makes the bigges v
heroin bust in Kane County history. jWe==e
$2 million worth of heroin; 7
kilograms, about 15 pounds, was
found hidden in a concealed
compartment of a pickup truck,
which was ready to be delivered to
Chicago.

June 4th, 2011, The Kane County 3
Sheri ffoés Offi c&ye@re
as an Office!




Patrick B. Perez
Kane County Sheriff

In reviewing the history of the Kane County
6KHULIIYV 2IILFH LW KDV PDGH
honor it is to be the 47t Sheriff in our great
county. To see the advances in police operations,
tactics and technology, we have made tremendous
advancements over the past 175 years. One thing
that has and always will remain constant, is the
trust we must establish and share with the people
we are sworn to protect. It is the highest of honors
to know we are trusted to make decisions and take
action on a daily basis to resolve conflicts, assist
citizens in need and enforce the law to keep order
In our communities. As your Sheriff, | hope you
recognize and appreciate the dedication and skill
exhibited by our staff on a daily basis. Please join
me in honoring them not just this evening for
National Night Out, but every day as they serve with
honor, and never forgetting the sacrifices made on
September 11, 2001.

-Sheriff Pat Perez



